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Many of the decisions governments make are about money, about the taxes they raise
and the services their spending provides. Some people want big government that tries
make people more equal economically. Others want smaller government that lets business
get on with growing the economy. However, there is usually room for compromise. The
fiscal pie can be sliced many different ways – and can grow over time. Politics can be a
positive sum game in which everyone gets at least some of what they want.
 
But not all politics is like this. Sometimes it is about moral and ethical choices. Should
abortion be allowed or not? Should trans women be able to use women’s toilets? Should
gay men and lesbians be able to marry? For many people, the answers to questions are
about ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, not about ‘more or less’. The issues tap into feelings about culture
and identity. Finding compromise in these circumstances is more difficult, and on both
sides of the Atlantic, such moral issues have become more prominent in politics in recent
years. In this keynote speech, Prof. Curtice will consider why moral issues have become
more important in our politics and consider the implications.
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